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Country

Kuwait

Georgia

Italy

Malta

Oman

Abu Dhabi, UAE

France

Portugal

United Arab Emirates

Ontario, Canada

Denmark (3)

Norway (4)

Andalusia, Spain

Bahrain

Canada

Hong Kong SAR

Saudi Arabia

Country’s Name
for Fourth Year of
Formal Schooling

Primary Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Year 5

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Primary 4

Grade 4

Average Age
at Time of
Testing

9,6

9,7

9,7

9,7

9,7

9,7

9,8

9,8

9,8

9,8

9,8

9,8

9,8

9,9

9,9

9,9

9,9

Information About Policy on
Students' Age of Entry to Primary
School

Children must be 6 years old by March
31 in order to begin school that year.

Children must be 6 years old by the
beginning of the academic year in
order to begin school.

Children begin primary school
during the calendar year of their 6th
birthday.

Children begin primary school during
the calendar year of their 5th birthday.

Children must be at least 5.75 at
the beginning of September to join
Grade 1 in public schools, or 5.25
years to join Grade 1 in private
schools.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children must begin school in the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children must be 6 years old by the
beginning of the school year (mid-
September) to begin school that
calendar year.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Students must begin school in
September if they will turn 6 on or
before September 1. However, children
have the right to attend school in
September if they will turn 6 any time
up until December 31 of that year.

6 on or before September 1.
However, children have the right
to attend school in September if
they will turn 6 any time up until
December 31 of that year.

Children begin pre-primary
education in August during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children begin school in the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Varies by province, but most
children begin school between ages
5and?7.

Children must reach the age of 5.75
years before September 1 in order
to begin school that year.

Uil g hngiag awljall ins eljlirall cuwljall ingiuwall 1 Galall

Information About Students' Age of
Entry to Primary School in Practice

Follows policy

Official policy does not allow for early
admission. However, there are no
regulations on late admission.

Children begin primary school during
the calendar year of their 6th birthday.
Parents have discretion over early
enrollment.

Follows policy

To enroll in grade 1, students must

be between 5.75 and 6.75 years old.
Otherwise, students are registered in
above grades according to age with a
special treatment plan by the school.

Most parents prefer children start school
as early as allowed.

In rare cases, parents can request early or
delayed enrollment.

Parents and guardians can request
conditional enrollment for children who
will turn 6 between mid-September and
the end of the calendar year.

Follows policy

Parents may enroll their children prior

to age 6, but this is not mandatory. Two
years of kindergarten (ages 4 and 5) are
not mandatory. In addition, some parents
homeschool their children.

Parents may request early enrollment for
children whose 5th birthdays are before
October 1. Parents may also request a
one-year postponement of enrollment.
Early enrollment decisions are typically
made based on recommendations from
the kindergarten or a qualification test.

In rare cases, parents can request
earlier (if born before April 1) or delayed
enrollment. The decisions are made

on the basis of recommendations

from kindergarten and the municipal
pedagogical psychological services.

Follows policy

Follows policy

Varies by province, but some parental
discretion is typically allowed. Some
parents opt to enroll children one year
later or earlier and others choose to
homeschool their children.

For parents who have a particular school
in mind, they can apply for a discretionary
place.

Often, children begin school when they
are 5.75 years old.
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Country

Country’s Name
for Fourth Year of
Formal Schooling

Average Age
at Time of
Testing

Information About Policy on
Students' Age of Entry to Primary
School

Information About Students' Age of

Entry to Primary School in Practice

Slovenia

Spain

Madrid, Spain

Dubai, UAE

Australia

Belgium (French)

Egypt

Israel

Macao SAR

Qatar

Buenos Aires,
Argentina

Azerbaijan

Belgium (Flemish)

Chile

Chinese Taipei
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Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4; Year 5 for
schools following
UK curriculum

Year 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Primary 4

Grade 5 for English
curriculum schools;
Grade 4 for other
schools

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

9,9

9,9

9,9

9,9

10,0

10,0

10,0

10,0

10,0

10,0

10,0

10,1

10,1

10,1

10,1

Children must be 6 years old by the
end of August to begin school the
following September.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Varies by state, but generally
children must begin school by age 6.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children must be 6 years old by the
end of September in order to begin
school in October.

Children begin school in the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children must be 6 years old by the
end of June in order to begin school
the following September.

Children must be 6 years old before
June 30 in order to begin school that
calendar year.

Children must be 6 years old

by September 15 to begin

school the following September.
Students with birthdays between
September 16 and December 31
can qualify to begin school the
following September by taking an
examination.

Children begin school in September
of the calendar year of their 6th
birthday.

Children must be 6 years old by
March 31 of the year they begin
school.

Children must be 6 years old in
order to begin school in September.

Enrollment may be delayed by no

more than one year upon parents' or
doctors' recommendations. The final
decision is made by the head teacher

at the recommendation of a committee
(including counselors, school physicians,
and teachers).

Follows policy

Follows policy

Follows policy

Most children begin school when they
are 4.5-5 years old, but some wait until
the compulsory age, either on advice
from preschool staff or on the judgment
of parents, usually because of maturity.

It is not usual for children to skip the
Foundation year and go straight to Year 1,
although this is legally possible.

Parents can extend preschool by one
year or enroll students in primary school
one year early after consulting with

the Centre for Psychological, Medical,
and Social Services and the head of the
school.

Children typically begin primary school at
age 7 because their parents feel they will
benefit from being more mature.

Parents may apply for delayed
enrollment. The request is discussed by
the kindergarten teacher, an educational
psychologist, and the parents, and the
parents have the final say in enrollment
decisions.

Follows policy

Although the official policy states that all
students can enroll in school when they
are 6 years old, some students enroll at
age 7 because their parents believe they
will benefit from being more mature.

Follows policy

Children typically begin primary school at
age 7 because their parents feel they will
benefit from being more mature.

Parents can decide to enroll children at
the age of 5, with approval of the class
council, or at age 7.

Principals are allowed some discretion
in admitting children who turn 6 after
March 31 but before June 30.

Parents can apply for early enrollment to
elementary schools. Legal representatives
can apply to delay enroliment to
elementary schools for children with
disabilities.



Netherlands

New Zealand

United States

Quebec, Canada

Iran, Islamic Rep. of

Morocco

Trinidad and Tobago

Austria

Czech Republic

England

Germany

Kazakhstan

Northern Ireland

Singapore

Slovak Republic

Country’s Name
for Fourth Year of
Formal Schooling

Grade 6

Year 5

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Standard 3

Grade 4

Grade 4

Year 5

Grade 4

Grade 4

Year 6

Grade 4

Grade 4

Average Age
at Time of
Testing

10,1

10,1

10,1

10,1

10,2

10,2

10,2

10,3

10,3

10,3

10,3

10,3

10,4

10,4

10,4

Information About Policy on
Students' Age of Entry to Primary
School

Children must begin kindergarten
on the first school day of the month
after their 5th birthday.

Children must attend primary school
from their 6th birthday, but they
have the right to be enrolled in
school from age 5.

Each state requires parents to send
their children to a school between
5 and 8 years old, but the ages vary
by state.

Children must reach the age of 6
before October 1 of the current
school year.

Children must be 6 years old by
September 21 (the beginning of
the school year) in order to begin
school.

Children begin primary school at
age 6.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 5th birthday.

Children must begin school in the
September following their 6th
birthday.

Children must be 6 years old to
begin school in September.

Local authorities must provide

a place from September for all
children turning 5 in that year.
Children are required to start
primary school (reception class) in
the September following their 4th
birthday.

Varies by state, but generally
children must have reached their
6th birthday before a statutory
qualifying date (between June 30
and September 30) in order to begin
school on August 1.

Children begin school when they are
6 or 7 years old.

Children who reach the age of 4
between September 1 and July 1
must begin compulsory education
the following September.

According to the Compulsory
Education Act, children must begin
school in the calendar year of their
7th birthday.

Children must be 6 years old by
August 31 in order to begin school
in September, unless granted a
postponement.

Information About Students' Age of

Entry to Primary School in Practice

Most children begin kindergarten when
they turn 4. Most children are 6 years
old when they enter primary education
(ISCED 1).

In general, children begin school on or
soon after their 5th birthday.

Children typically begin kindergarten at
age 5.

Follows policy

Some private schools require children to
be 7 years old before beginning primary
school.

Follows policy

Children may begin school at age 4 if
they are to turn 5 within the first term
(September to December) of that year.

Parents can request earlier admission to
school for mature children who will turn 6
by March 1 of the following calendar year.

On one hand, parents may request
that children born after September

1 may be allowed to enroll at age 5
with pedagogical and psychological
certification. On the other hand, about
22% of students every year receive
permission to postpone enrollment for
one year.

Subject to parental discretion, a child can
start school later in the school year or in
September after the child's 5th birthday
if the child was born in the summer
(April 1 to August 31) and if parents think
their child is not ready yet to start in the
September after the child's 4th birthday.

Varies by state, but generally, parents
may apply to the local primary school
for deferred enrollment for children
with demonstrated physical or mental
disabilities.

Most children begin school at age 7.

Follows policy

Parents may seek a deferral of
registration for medical reasons or if the
child is homeschooled.

Enroliment may be delayed or advanced
based on psychological tests and
professional recommendations.
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Country

Country’s Name
for Fourth Year of
Formal Schooling

Average Age
at Time of
Testing

Information About Policy on
Students' Age of Entry to Primary
School

Information About Students' Age of

Entry to Primary School in Practice

Ireland

Hungary

South Africa

Poland

Sweden

Bulgaria

Denmark

Finland

Lithuania

Norway (5)

Russian Federation

Moscow City, Russian
Fed.

Latvia

Eng/Afr/Zulu - RSA (5)
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Fourth Class

Grade 4

Grade 4

Primary 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 5

10,5

10,6

10,6

10,7

10,7

10,8

10,8

10,8

10,8

10,8

10,8

10,8

10,9

11,6

Children must begin school between
the ages of 4 and 6.

Children must be 6 years old by
August 31 in order to begin school
that year.

Children must be 6 years old by June
30 to begin school that calendar
year. Compulsory schooling begins
atage 7.

Children begin school in August

in the calendar year of their 7th
birthday. Most students begin the
voluntary preschool class during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 7th birthday.

Children begin preprimary
education in August during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children begin school in August
during the calendar year of their 7th
birthday.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 7th birthday.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 6th birthday.

Children must be between the ages
of 6.5 and 8 by the end of August to
begin school.

Children must be at least 6.5 years
old but no older than 8 years old
by September 1 in order to begin
school that September if they have
no medical contraindications.

Children begin school during the
calendar year of their 7th birthday.

Children must be 6 years old by June
30 to begin school that calendar
year. Compulsory schooling begins
atage 7.

Although not obliged to attend school
until the age of 6, most children begin
preprimary school in the September
following their 4th birthday.

Children may remain in preschool for
an additional year. Parents may request
early entry for mature students. These
decisions are made on the basis of a
recommendation from a committee of
experts.

Children are encouraged to begin at age
7 because schools and parents feel that
they will benefit from being more mature.

Under special circumstances, the
municipality may allow a child to delay
enrollment for one year. Parents can also
request enrollment during the year of a
child's 6th birthday.

Children may begin school at the age of 6
at the discretion of parents or guardians.

Parents may request early enrollment for
children whose 5th birthdays are before
October 1. Parents may also request a
one-year postponement of enroliment.
Early enroliment decisions are typically
made based on recommendations from
the kindergarten or a qualification test.

It is possible for parents to enroll children
one year earlier or one year later than
the official policy due to psychological or
medical reasons.

Parents can request enrollment for
children at the age of 6. Children's mental
and physical maturity is determined by
the municipal pedagogical psychological
services. Parents may also request
delayed enrollment.

In rare cases, parents can request
earlier (if born before April 1) or delayed
enrollment. The decisions are made

on the basis of recommendations

from kindergarten and the municipal
pedagogical psychological services.

Parents may request early enrollment
with the consent of the school principal
for children under 6.5 years of age.
Parents have the right to send their
children to school at age 7 or older if they
want the child to be more mature or for
health reasons.

Children typically begin primary school
at age 7. Parents and principals have the
right to advance or delay enrollment.

Parents can request early or delayed
enrollment depending on the state of
health and psychological preparedness of
the child.

Children are encouraged to begin at age
7 because schools and parents feel that
they will benefit from being more mature.
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What do you think about reading? Tell how much you agree with each of these statements.

Agree
alot

1) llike talking about what | read
with other people

2) |would be happy if someone gave
me a book as a present

3) Ithink reading is boring*

4) | would like to have more time for reading ----------

5) lenjoy reading

6) llearn alot from reading
7) llike to read things that make me think ---------—-----

8) llike it when a book helps me
imagine other worlds

Q Q000 00 O «

* Reverse coded

Disagree
alot

Agree
a little

Disagree
a little

O OO0OO0OO0OO0OO O «
@ Q9 OULOL O 4
©C OO OO0 OO0 ©

< >
Very Much Somewhat Do Not Like
Like Reading Like Reading
Reading
10.3 8.3
How often do you do these things outside of school?
Every day Once or Once or Never or
or almost twicea twicea almost
every day week month never
v v

1) Iread for fun

2) |read to find out about things | want to learn ------ O

O

O
O 0
>

O
e

Very <
Much Somewhat Do Not Like
Like Like Reading Reading
Reading
10.3
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How much do you agree with these statements about your reading lessons?

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
alot a little a little alot
v
1) I like what | read about in school O
2) My teacher gives me interesting
things to read O

3) I know what my teacher expects me to do -------—-

4) My teacher is easy to understand —-----------------—-

O O O

5) Iam interested in what my teacher says -----------—--

6) My teacher encourages me to say what |
think about what | have read O

7) My teacher lets me show what | have learned------- O

8) My teacher does a variety of things to help

us learn O

9) My teacher tells me how to do better when
| make a mistake O

<

Very Somewhat Less than Engaged
Engaged Engaged

O O OO0 O0O00O00O0 O«
¢ @ QR ©OWE O
vO O OO OOO0OO O«

213 7.1
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How well do you read? Tell how much you agree with each of these statements.

Agree Agree
alot alittle
\ 4

1) lusually do well in reading

2) Reading is easy for me

3) | have trouble reading stories with difficult words*

4) Reading is harder for me than for many

of my classmates*

5) Reading is harder for me than any other subject*

6) |am just not good at reading®

* Reverse coded

OO0 OO0«

Disagree
alittle

OO0 OO0«

Disagree
alot

QU0 OC0O

v

Very
Confident

Somewhat
Confident

10.3

T Not Confident

8.2
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What do you think of your child’s school?

1) My child’s school does a good job including me

Agree alot

in my child’s education
2) My child’s school provides a safe environment
3) My child’s school cares about my child's progress

@@

in school
4) My child’s school does a good job informing

me of his/her progress
5) My child’s school promotes high

academic standards
6) My child’s school does a good job in helping

him/her become better in reading

g O © ©

<

Agree a little

O OO O OO0

Disagree
a little

O O O U0 =

O

alot

Disagree

O O O O OO0 <«

Very
Satisfied

Somewhat
Satisfied

!

9.5

1

6.3

Less than
Satisfied
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Before your child began primary/elementary school, how often did you or someone else in your
home do the following activities with him or her?
Often Sometimes Neveror
almost never

1) Read books

2) Tell stories

3) Sing songs

4) Play with alphabet toys (e.g., blocks with letters of the alphabet) ---—-

5) Talk about things you had done

6) Talk about what you had read

7) Play word games

8) Write letters or words

9) Read aloud signs and labels

QOO0 QL0 L
CQCE OO0 O
YOOOOOOOO O«

<
Never
Often | Sometimes | or Almost
Never

10.7
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Approximately what percentage of students in your school have the following backgrounds?

0to10% 11to25% 26to50% More

than 50%
1) Come from economically disadvantaged homes ---------- ) O O O
2) Come from economically affluent homes------—------------ O €) O O

More Affluent - Schools where more than 25% of the student body comes from economically affluent
homes and not more than 25% from economically disadvantaged homes

More Disadvantaged - Schools where more than 25% of the student body comes from economically
disadvantaged homes and not more than 25% from economically affluent homes

Neither More Affluent nor More Disadvantaged - All other possible response combinations

| aglehall padi (g0 ulisl ddgall dwljall 6 dyleall 620Ul ilii
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About how many of the students in your school can do the following when they begin the first grade of
primary/elementary school?
More than 51-75% 25-50% Less than

1) Recognize most of the letters of the alphabet--------------

2) Read some words

4) Read a story

5) Write letters of the alphabet

6) Write some words

& QO G C O
OO OO0 O «
O OO0OO0O0

75%

4
O
O
3) Read sentences O
O
O
O

<

More than 25-75% Enter Less than
75% Enter with Skills 25% Enter
with Skills 12.6 92 with Skills
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How would you characterize each of the following within your school?

,_
]
g

Very high High Medium Very low

1) Teachers'understanding of the school’s
curricular goals

O«—

2) Teachers’'degree of success in implementing
the school’s curriculum

3) Teachers’ expectations for student
achievement

4) Teachers’ability to inspire students---------------

O
OO0 O O«
OO0 O O«
QIO 'O D
QWO © O+

&)

5) Collaboration between school leadership
(including master teachers) and
teachers to plan instruction
6) Parental involvement in school activities -------

W)

7) Parental commitment to ensure that
students are ready to learn

8) Parental expectations for
student achievement

9) Parental support for student achievement -----
10) Students’ desire to do well in school -------------
11) Students’ ability to reach

O

00O

O O OO0 O 0O
O O OO0 O 0O
O 000 O OO

O O OO0 O OO

school’s academic goals O
12) Students’respect for classmates
who excel academically O O
<
Very High T High T Medium Emphasis
Emphasis Emphasis
12.9 9.2
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How would you characterize each of the following within your school?

Very high High Medium Low Very low

1) Teachers’understanding of the school’s
curricular goals

2) Teachers'degree of success in implementing
the school’s curriculum

3) Teachers’expectations for student
achievement

4) Teachers'ability to inspire students

5) Collaboration between school leadership
(including master teachers) and
teachers to plan instruction O

6) Parental involvement in school activities O

O—

CO O €4
QO O O
U0 © O
OO © O

OO O

7) Parental commitment to ensure that
students are ready to learn

8) Parental expectations for
student achievement )

9) Parental support for student achievement -----
10) Students’ desire to do well in school

11) Students’ability to reach
school’s academic goals O

O

© OO0 O OO0

12) Students’respect for classmates
who excel academically

0 © 90C © B0
G Q) D00 € D0

O
O O OO0 O OO

<
Very High | High Medium Emphasis
Emphasis Emphasis
128 9.2
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To what degree is each of the following a problem among fourth grade students in your school?

Not a Minor Moderate Serious
problem problem problem problem

1) Arriving late at school
2) Absenteeism (i.e., unjustified absences) ----------—------
3) Classroom disturbance
4) Cheating
5) Profanity
6) Vandalism
7) Theft

8) Intimidation or verbal abuse among students
(including texting, emailing, etc.)

QG GOV
QL OLOOOLO-

9) Physical fights among students

10) Intimidation or verbal abuse of teachers or staff
(including texting, emailing, etc.)

20 OO0 OOOOOOO+
G
O

v O OO O00O00OO0O«

Hardly Any Minor Moderate to
Problems Problems Severe Problems

9.9 T
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Thinking about your current school, indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each
of the following statements.
Agreealot Agree a little Disagree Disagree
a little alot

v
1) This school is located in a safe neighborhood -—-------- O
2) Ifeel safe at this school O

3) This school’s security policies and practices
are sufficient

4) The students behave in an orderly manner -------------
5) The students are respectful of the teachers ------------
6) The students respect school property ------—-------------

QOO
OO0000 OO«
OLLPY CO<—

7) This school has clear rules about student conduct ---- O
8) This school’s rules are enforced in a fair

v O OO0OO0O OO«

and consistent manner O O O
<
Very Somewhat | Less than Safe

Safe and Safeand and Orderly
Orderly g Orderly (¢
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During this school year, how often have other students from your school done any of the following
things to you (including through texting or the Internet)?

Never Afewtimes Onceortwice Atleast
ayear amonth once a week

) 4
1) Made fun of me or called me names O

2) Left me out of their games or activities —----------------

3) Spread lies about me

4) Stole something from me O
5) Hitor hurt me (e.g., shoving, hitting, kicking) ---------—-- O
6) Made me do things | didn't want to do-----------=----—-- O

7) Shared embarrassing information about me --------—--

SO0 0 0 0 O
COOLE Q0 O

8) Threatened me

y OOO0OOOOO0O-«

<
Almost About About Weekly
Never Monthly

9.5 7.9

(830llill ¢nij) claiilly jgsuull

What do you think about your school? Tell how much you agree with these statements.

Agreealot Agree a little Disagree Disagree
a little alot

1) Ilike being in school
2) | feel safe when | am at school

v
O
O
3) Ifeel like | belong at this school O
O
O
<

4) Teachers at my school are fair to me --—----—-------------
5) lam proud to go to this school

QOO0

OOOOO0 «
v O0O000O«

High Sense Some Sense Little Sense
of School of School of School
Belonging o7 Belonging 73 Belonging
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How often do you feel the following way about being a teacher?

Never or
Very almost
often Often Sometimes  never
A\ 4
1) lam content with my profession as a teacher ------- O

2) Ifind my work full of meaning and purpose ---------

3) lam enthusiastic about my job

O
O
4) My work inspires me O
O

OO OO0«

5) lam proud of the work | do

000 Ot
v OO0 OO«

A

Very Somewhat Less than Satisfied
Satisfied | Satisfied

10.2 6.2

(paall enl)) wugula JSI aaallill aac

School Enroliment of
School Student-to- Fourth Grade Students

Computer Ratio

Number of Computers or
Tablets Available for Use
by Fourth Grade Students
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Total Instruction
Hours per Year

Language Instruction
Hours per Year

Reading Instruction
Hours per Year

Principal Reports of
School Days per Year

Teacher Reports of
Weekly Language
Instruction Hours,
Including Reading,
Writing, Speaking,
Literature, and Other
Language Skills

Principal Reports of
School Days per Week

Teacher Reports of
Weekly Reading
Instruction Hours,
Including Reading
Across the Curriculum

Principal Reports of
School Days per Week

Principal Reports of
Instruction Hours per Day

Principal Reports of
School Days per Year

Principal Reports of
School Days per Year
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